
Continuing our efforts to reduce our environmental 
impacts, we are pleased to announce the launch of our 
Common Threads Initiative: a partnership between 
our customers and ourselves to make, buy and use 

clothes more responsibly. Our ultimate aim is to close 
the loop on the life cycle of our products – to keep them 

from ever reaching a landfill. 
The Common Threads Initiative extends and builds on our garment-recycling 
program. Begun in 2005, its single ambitious goal was to make all Patagonia 
clothes recyclable within five years. We will achieve this in fall 2011, a year 
behind schedule.
During those five years, we learned that recycling is only the last of several 
significant steps and that wresting the full life out of every one of our products 
is equally important. Therefore we’ve added a fourth R (repair) to the famous 
three: reduce, reuse and recycle.

Join us
in taking cradle-to-cradle responsibility for our products

Reduce what you buy
This initiative reinforces our commitment to making clothes that last, stay reasonably in fashion 
and serve as many uses as possible. It also calls on our customers to buy only what you’ll wear 
and want to keep long enough to wear out.

RepaiR what you can
Don’t toss that jacket because the zipper failed or the seam blew out. We can fix those things. 
We’ll make all repairs at a reasonable charge and send your gear back to you as quickly as we can. 
Visit patagonia.com, search word “Repairs,” to learn how. 

Reuse what you have
If you no longer want a garment that still has life in it, beginning May 2011, we’ll be able to help 
you to sell it, trade it or donate it to someone who needs it. Visit patagonia.com, search words 
“Common Threads,” to find out how. 

Recycle everything else
What can’t be worn any more, we will collect and recycle by the most efficient, least harmful 
method. We are currently accepting all Patagonia clothing with the black & white Common 
Threads Initiative logo (left) on the care and content label. Beginning July 2011, we’ll be able to 
accept everything we’ve ever made. 

For more about the Common threads InItIatIve, vIsIt patagonia.com searCh words “common threads” or call 800-638-6464.


